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(.Editor's note: FLASHBACK takes pride in presenting t his authorita­
ti:ve acc,ount of the Russells of Old Cane Hill, -written by two great..: 
grandsons of the pioneer, James Bryant Russell. Both Conrad Russell 
and Lacy NcColloch are members of our WCHS and deserve credit for gath­
ering this information and especially for finding the fine old pic­
tures, some of them hundred-year- old tintypes which hav€ never before 
been reproduced . - - WJL) 

JAMES BRYANT RUSSELL 

.James Brya,nt Russell was one of the early settlers of Boonesboro 
(Cane Hill), Arkansa_s, and an influential citizen of that community. 
He was teacher, far:mer, merchant, Justice of the Peace , builder of a 
girls ' schoo~, supporter of the college for men, church leader, and 
state legisl ator . 

James B. Russell, son of James and Ann Bryant Russell,_ was born in 
Rhea County, Tennessee, February 22, 1803 . He was .educated in Tennes­
see and Alabama to b~ a teacher and a minister of the. Gospel • 

. " 
·Y_oung Russell was married to AID}_ Coulter, who was born in Rhea Coun­

ty, Tennessee, January 21, ,18Q4 . The wedding took pla~e in Rhea County 
on December 6, 1827, and in 1831 they moved to Northwest Arkansas . 
Information is l acking on the fam.ilies that may have moved with the 
Russells f rom Rhea County, Tennessee to Arkans~s . I t is believed, how­
ever; that the Coulter .t;amily was already- settled at Boonesboro' when 
the Russells a~rived . George Russell, brother of James B. , either ac­
compan~ed him or joined him later . 

James B. and Ann Russell settled first near Woodruff's spring at. 
Rhea's Mill, but remained there no longer than a year . In the fall of 
1832 .Russell took charge of teaching a school opened by his brother­
in-law Maurice Wright. This school was located about three miles north 
of Boonesboro on property _ t hat for years has been known as the Trostle 
place (presently owned by Vol T. Rutherford). This farm is about a 
quarter of a mile northwest of the present White Church . The founda­
tion of the old school can still ·be seen there. 

Goodspeed states in his 11 His tory of Northwest Arkansas 11 that·J . B. 
R~ssell moved one or one and a half miles south of Boonesboro in 1832 . 
Actually his bomestead was at least two miles south of Boonesboro . The 
land where he stak~d his claim was covered by native timber or by 
dense stands of bamboo (cane) , both the small and the l arge type . 
Legend has it that the Russells and perhaps two or three oth~r f ami ­
l~es camped on the road leading south f~om Boonesboro and followed an­
imal trails ~oR~h the woods and cane brakes in search of home sites . 

I •· !t"r:- t"'\f'f 'l\IT\j ~Alf FORNIA 
L:L1 "LnLV V. t l,n~ .:)QC1£TY 
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The presence of dense stands ... of bamboo or cane were indicative of 
the most fertile so:µ.. Russell located a homesite about half a mile 
west of the campsiteo He reported that it took four men three days to 
cut an ox-road through the canebrake to the homesite. Some of the cane 
w~~~r~ported to be 1~ feet tall. After the cane was cut and cured, it 
was ·. bQ.rned . to clear. the roadway. EXplosions . from the burning cane 
sounded lil<e heavy g.Unril'e o J. B. Russell stated· that wild deer, bear, 
a.i:ic;l .. turk~y· were so _plentiful that· ·he didn't butcher a hog for ten years 
~f,t~r ~~ ~ettled t~ere. · 

rhe opening of a roadway ~o the new home formed a nyu as it branched 
in a westerly direction from the existing road running south from 
Boonesboro. The roads follow about the same course today. After Rus­
sell cleared his land and got a successful farming operation under way 
he, with slaves to do much of the work, built and operated a general 
m~~chandise store near the forks of the road. The area was gradually 
s~~tled, · and Ru~sell 1 s store became· knovm as Russell ville. The com­
munity was later renamed New Town, and years later, when the post of~ 
fie~ was established, the name was. changed to Clyde. 

J.B. Russell was a Justice of the Peace, and at the time of the 
much discussed Wright murders, he held the inquest and presided at the 
trial of the accusedo . . .. 

Russell·was a successful farmer and businessman. He was one of the 
first nurserymen of the area, a general farmer and a breeder of horses 
and mules. The ·1anq·was new·and fertile and the farm prospered, as did 
the general store~.:. -"Until the Civil War J. B. Russell was a prosperous 
inan. :-.: .· .. . : . ~-

~-He was a strong ·supporter of education and-was a member of the board 
at th.e time the Cane Hill College was chartered. He believed that girls 
shouid have the same opportunities for education as boys. To this end 
he built and equipped a school for girls which became·· !mown as Cane 
~ F~male peminary. The school ·was located near his store at Russell­
ville·:.j.,hich was izi·'cane Hill Township. When funds were being raised to 
build the Cane aill College, Russell proposed to donate the Seminary 
pr9perty .to the church provided $5do·~oo was raised in his name i'or .. the 
College.· .The Female Seniinary prospered and .. the attendance became· so 
l~ge that ·a.n additional building was needed. Cane Hill Seminary be­
came as famous·.-· for the ·education of: young women as Cane Hill College 

·was ·for the educat1ori of young men. Both schools flourished until the 
Civil War caused them· to close o During the war the buildings were 
burned. 

James B.- RUssell was ·active in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
·where ··he ._se~ved as an Elder for many years. He was very strict in see­
. ing ·that "his family attended church regularly. In addition to their 
· $t:iv~n children, the· Russells reared eight orphaned children.-·that were 
·rel~ti~~s ~ · All received the same treatment and advantages •. ;The·:young 
peopl~~rode horseback to church, and the neighbors seeing them-pass on 
Sunday"° .. morning would say, "There goes Russell's Brigade. 11 



Pulaski Russell 

"Grandma" Yates 

TH E RUSSELL FAMILY 

W. A. May 

In addition to their own seven 
children, James B. a n d Ann 
Russell rea red eight orphaned 
children of the i r kinfolks. 
These were two children of 
George Russell, brother of 
James B; four children of Le­
titia Coulter Meyers, who was 
Mrs. Russell's sister; an.cl two 
chi ldren of Mary C. Russell 
and John J. May, daughter and 
son-in-law of J. B. Russell. 

Shown on this page are three 
of the adopted children of 
James B. and Ann Coulter Rus­
sell. The pictures were sup­
plied by the authors of the ac­
companying story of the Rus­
sells of old Cane ·Hill. 



The children of James Bo and Ann Coulter Russell were: 

l. Mart""Catherine, · bo March 23, 1829; d. Feb. 10, 1851. 
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Married John James May. Their children were: '::_-_.. · ·. · · - · 
1. James Thomas, bo May 27~ 1845; d. Feb. 19, 1865. 
2. William Anderson, b. Aug. 17, 1847. 
3. John A., br. Apr. 4, 1849. 

2. Elizabeth Ann, b c. Aug. 20, 1830. Married Jarries G·. Craig. 
· Their children were: 

i·o Charles Russell, .b., Mar. 29,. 1854_.. 
2. Edward Albert, bo Novo 5, 1860. 
3. George McGrady, b. Septo 17, 1862. 
ho James Samuel, bo Feb. 3, 1867. 

3. Altavena, b. ·Sept~ ll, 1835& M~rried J. T. Buchanan, Oct. 29, 1859~· ·. 
Their·children were: · 

1. Mary, bo Aug. 16, · 1862 
2. Naoma, b. Sept. 14, 1867· 

4~- James McGrady, b. Febo 17, 1837; d. July. ll, 1931. 
Married Mary Rebecca Beller July 20, 1859. Their ·Children were: . 

1. William Campbell, b. Dec. 22, 1861; d. Oct. 28, 1938. : : : 
2. Evert Elba, b. Jano 16, 1869; d. Aug. 15, 1948• · .. ~. 
J. Ola, b. May 24, 18710 
4. Nona:, bo .July 15, 1876. . 
5. Belie Izora Roberson (adopted); b. Jan. 1, 1886 • .... -. . ··. 

5 ~ George Thomas, b. Nov Q. 15, 1838. Married S~rah Hagood. 
· · Their children were: · 

1. Charles 
2. James Maurice, b. Jan. 3, 1879. 
3. Mary G., b. Feb. 9, 1893. 

6. Samantha, b. Jan. 14, 18400 ivfarrl.ed ·George W. Morrow. 
Their children were: : 

1. Anne Elizabeth, b. July 1, 1867. 
2. William Robert, b. Apr. 9, 18690 
3. Maggie May, b. Oct. ~' 18700 
4. Stella Jane,: b. Octo 21, 1872. 
5. Hugh Oscar, b. Dec. 6, 1876. 
6. Ena, b. Aug~ 7, 1879. 

7. Samuel Pylant,·b. Sept~ 22, 1844; d. July 18, 1936. 
Married Elizabeth Evelyn Yates. Their children were: 

lo Allie Elizabeth, b. Mar. 7, 1868; d. Apr. 25, 1958. 
2. James Ollie, b., Decc 14, 1874; d. Feb. 9, 1957. 

The orpnaned children reared by the Russells were: 
Malinda and Pulaski Russell, children of George Russell, :a brother 

of James B. · 
Katherine, William, James, and Enuna Meyers, children of Letitia 

Coulter Meyers, sister of Ann Coulter Russell. 
William (Willie) and Thomas May, children of Mary Catherine Russell 

and John J. May, daughter and son-in-law of J.B. Russell. 
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The Civil War brought tragic changes to a prosperous community. There 
was great privat:l.on not only fo~ lack o~£ood but bec~use of the ...loss. 
of homes. In addition: to the school buildings, all homes not: ·oc.cupied 
by soldiers· or, officers :wer~ burned. When word came.· that. the houses 
were to be burned, the Russe~l women . an.¢1 some of the: neighbors gath­
ered bedding and personal effects. and hid them in .the Leach. cave about 
one-half mile distant. Mary Beller Russell, wife of eldest son James 
McGrady, had been teacher and head- of·~he music department at the. sem­
inary. When Northern soldiers appeared to burn. the house:.;,: she persuad­
ed them to carry her piano out in .the yard .• When: this .. wa~ do.ne she sat 
down and played 11Dixie" while the holl.se· burned. 

All of t,e sons and adopted sons .served in the Southern Army. Tom May 
was killed, together with Sam Inks, just west of Boonesboro by bush­
whacker.~-·· James .. McGrady (.Gee) Russell was in Fagan 1 s Briga4e, .Brooks' 
Regiment, Earle's Company. He lost his right arm by cannonball in the 
battle of Prairie Grove. Samuel P. Russell was captured early in the 
war, along with other men in his company, .·while wai:ting to have their 
horses shod. He was imprisoned at Rock Island, Illinois, and almost 
starved to death •.. Many :soldiers .died in prison. Such. were the condi-· 
ti:ons '·.that many ate mica and rats, ·and even a bulldog .that ·belonged to 
a guartr disappeared.· 

The end of the war brought many problems. A resolution passed in 
Boonesboro in 1861 declared in favor of .J. B .- Russel;J., David Walker, 
C .W. Deane and~ J.amas. H •. St:i..rman for delegates to the state .convention. 
J.B. Russell also served in the sixteenth legislature from November 5, 
1866 to March .23~;: ""1867"~··. Iri add:i.tion to this, ·he :Spent his years:.re-: 
building his home and farm,andremained active in political and church 
work throughout his life. 

He died August 16, 1899, and bis funeral servi~es-were conducted by 
a nephew, Dr. Samuel Lafayette Russell, Cumberland Presbyterian minis­
ter and teachex:, from Gayle_s·ville·, 'Alabama.-

(Editor's note: If any .. of our readers · are interested in other pio­
neer families of the Cane Hill are.a,. they are invited to inspect Mrs. 
Richardson's 11 Early Families 11 ,,-a copy of :which is availabl·e .in our WCHS 
office. FLASHBACK has published; niuch Cane Hill material. ,Our "Index" 
shows the following titles of articles; Battle, Cemetery, Churches, 
College, Classbooks of the 1870s, Doctors, Early Land Entries, First 
Settlers, Missi.onarY. $ociety, Moore Family Records, Old: Mill,.; Posta1 
History. · ·· · 

. ·...:. ·~ .... ~ .; . ·. .. ' 

Several of':·our members are ·collecting material about Cane .Hill, among 
them Mrs. Dismukes of rlestville, Lacy McColloch of Wc-shington, Conrad 
Q. Russell of Cane Hill·, and .Conrow R. Miller of Chattanooga. We, will· 
be ·;glad ·~to send addresses if you would like to contact. them. --WJL) 



THE RUSSELLS OF OLD CANE HILL 

Mr. and Mrs. J. 8. Russe ll 

George (Buck) Russell 

Elizabeth Ann Russell 
(Mrs. Craig) 

• I . ~ .. ~ . 

Samantha Russell 
(Mrs. Morrow) 

All photos by courtesy of the authors of the accampanying article, Conrad 
Q. Russell and Lacy McColloch. The tintype of George Russell was made by 
Howerton & Cook, City Art Ga llery, North Side of Square, which was probably 
Fayettevi lle's f irst professiona l photo studio. 
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