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v JAMES BRYANT RUSSELL .
1803 ~ 1899

by Conrad Q. Russell and Lacy P. McCollech

(Editor's note: FIASHBACK takes pride in presenting this authorita-
tive account of the Russells of Old Cane Hill, written by two great-
grandsons of the pioneer, James Bryant Russell. Both Conrad Russell
and lacy McColloch are members of our WCHS and deserve credit for gath-
ering this information and especially for finding the {ine old pic-

tures, some of them hundred-year-old tintypes which have never before

been reproduced, —- WJL)

JAMES BRYANT RUSSELL

James Bryant hussell was one of the early settlers of Boonesboro
(Cane Hill), Arkansas, and an influential citizen of that community.
He wvas teacher, farmer, merchant, Justice of the Peace, builder of a
girls' school, supporter of the college for men, church leader, and
state legislator.

James B. Russell, son of James and Ann Bryant Russell, was born in
Rhea County, Tennessee, February 22, 1803. He was educated in Tennes-
see and Alabama to be a tescher and a minister of the Gospel.

Young Hussell was married to Ann Coulter, whe was born in Rhea Coun-
ty, Tennessee, January 21, 180lL. The wedding took place in Rhea County
on December 6, 1827, and in 1831 they moved to MNorthwest Arkansas.
Infermation is lacking on the families that may have moved with the
Russells from Rhea County, Tennessee to Arkansas. It is believed, how-
ever; that the Conlter family was already settled at Boonesboro when
the Russells arrived. George Russell, brother of James B., either ac-
companied him or joined him later.

James B. and Ann Russell settled first near Woodruff's spring at
Rhea's Mill, but remained there no longer than a year. In the fall of
1832 Russell took charge of teaching a school opened by his brother—
in-law Maurice Wright. This school was located about three miles north
of Boonesboro on property that for years has been known as the Trostle
place (presently owned by Vol T. Rutherford). This farm is about a
quarter of a mile northwest of the present White Church. The founda-
tion of the cld school can still be seen there.

Goodspeed states in his "History of Northwest Arkansas" that J. B.
Russell moved one or cne and 2 half miles south of Boonesbore in 1832,
Actually his homestead was at least two miles south of Boonesboro. The
land where he staked his claim was covered by native timber or by
dense stands of bamboo (cane), both the smzll and the large type.
Legend has it that the Russells and perhaps two or three other fami-
lies camped on the road leading scuth from Boonesboro and followed an-
imel trails Lhtﬂ#ﬁ?ffhe woods and cane brakes in search of home sites.
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The presence of dense stands of bamboo or cane were indicative of
the most fertile soil. Russell located a homesite about half a mile
west of the campsite: He reported that it took four men three days to
cut an ox-road through the canebrake to the homesite. Some of the cane
wag.reported to be 16 feet tall. After the cane was cut and cured, it
was burned to clear the roadway. Explosions from the burning cane
sounded llke heavy gunfire. J. B. Russell stated that wild deer, bear,
and turkey were so plentiful that he didn't butchera.hog for ten years
after he settled there.

The opening of a roadway to the new home formed a "Y" as it branched
in a westerly direction from the existing road running south from
Boonesboro. The roads follow about the same course today. After Rus-
sell cleared his land and got a successful farming operation under way
he, with slaves to do much of the work, built and operated a general
merchandise store near the forks of the road. The area was gradually
settled, and Russell's store became known as Russellville., The com-
nunity was later renamed New Town, and years later, when the post of-
fice was established, the name was changed to Clyde. :

J. B. Russell was a Justice of the Peace, and at the time of the
much discussed Wright murders, he held the 1nquest and presided at the
trial of the accusedo

Russell 'was a successful farmer and buelnessman. He was one of the
first nurserymen of the area, a general farmer and a breeder of horses
and mules. The land was new and fertile and the farm prospered, as did
the general store. ‘Until the Civil War J. B. Russell was a prosperous
man. R .

_ He was a strong supporter of education and was a member of the board
at the time the Cane Hill College was chartered. He believed that girls
should have the same opportunities for education as boys. To this end
he built and equipped a school for girls which became known as Cane
Hill Female Semlnary. The school was located near his store at Russsll-
ville which was in Cane Hill Township. When funds were being raised to
build ‘the Cahe Hill College, Russell proposed to donate the Seminary
property to the church provided $500.00 was raised in his name for.the
College.’ The Female Seminary prospered and the attendance became so
large that an additiodnal building was needed. Cane Hill Seminary be-
came as famous for the education of young women as Cane Hill College
‘was for the education of young men. Both schools flourished until the
Civil War caused them- to close. During the war the buildings were
burned.

James B. Russell was active in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
'where ‘he ‘served as an Elder for many years. He was very strict in see-
‘1ng ‘that ‘his family attended church regularly. In addition to their
"seven chlldren, the ‘Russells reared eight orphaned children that were
relatlves.' All received the same treatment and advantages. .The young
people ‘rode horseback to church, and the neighbors seeing them pass on
Sunddy morning would say, "There goes Russell!s Brigade."



THE RUSSELL FAMILY

Pulaski Russell W. A, May

In addition to their own seven
children, James B. and Ann
Russell reared eight orphaned
children of their kinfolks.
These were two children of
George Russell, brother of
James B; four children of Le-
titia Coulter Meyers, who was
Mrs. Russell's sister; and two
children of Mary C. Russell
and John J. May, daughter and
son-in-law of J. B. Russell.

Shawn on this page are three
of the adopted children of
James B. and Ann Coulter Rus-
sell. The pictures were sup-
plied by the authors of the ac-
companying story of the Rus-
sells of old Cane Hill.

“Grandma” Yates
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The children of James B. and Ann Coulter Russell were:

1. Mary Catherine, b. March 23, 1829; d. Feb. 10, 1851. ~
Married John James May. Their children were: T 4
1. James Thomas, b. May 27, 1845; d. Feb. 19, 1865.
2. William Anderson, b. Aug. 17, 1847.
3. John A., b. Apr. L, 1849.

2. Ellzabeth.Ann, b. Aug. 20, 1830. Married James G. Craig.
. Their children were:
1. Charles Russell, b. Mar. 29, 185}."
2. Edward Albert, b° Nov, 5, 1860.
3. George McGrady, b. Sept. 17, 1862.
L. James Samuel, b. Feb. 3, 1867.

3. Altavena, b. Sept. 11, 1835. Married J. T. Buchanan, Oct. 29, 1859. .
Their children were: ' : .
1. Mary, b. Aug. 16, 1862
2. Naoma, b. Sept. 1, 1867

L. James McGrady, b. Feb. 17, 1837; d. July 11, 1931.
Married Mary Rebecca Beller July 20, 1859. Their- children were:
1. William Campbell, b. Dec. 22, 1861; d. Oct. 28, 1938.
2. Evert Elba, b. Jan. 16, 1869; d. Aug. 15, l9h8¢ ‘
3. Ola, b. May 24, 1871.
L. Nona, b..July 15, 1876,
5. Belle Izora Roberson (adopted), b. Jan. 1, 1886.

5. George Thomas, b. Novn 15, 1838. Married Sarah Hagood.
" Their children were:
1. Charles )
~ 2. James Maurice, b. Jan. 3, 1879,
3. Mary G., b. Feb. 9, 1893.

6. Samantha, b. Jan. 1l, 18L0. Marrled George W. Morrow. .
Their children were:
1. Anne Elizabeth, b. July 1, 1867.
2. William Robert, b. Apr. 9, 1869.
3. Maggie May, b. Oct. 1, 1870.
L. Stella Jane, b. Oct. 21, 1872.
5. Hugh Oscar, b. Dec. 6, 1876.
6. Ena, b. Aug. 7, 1879.

7. Samuel Pylant, b. Sept. 22, 184l; d. July 18, 1936.

Married Elizabeth Evelyn Yates. Their chlldren were: .
1. Allie Elizabeth, b. Mar. 7, 1868; d. Apr. 25, 1958
2. James Ollie, b. Dec. 1L, 187L; d. Feb. 9, 1957.

The orphaned children reared by the Russells were:
Malindd and Pulaski Russell, children of Géorge Russell, ‘a brother
of James B,
Katherine, William, James, and Emma Meyers, children of Letitia
Coulter Meyers, sister of Ann Coulter Russell.
William (Willie) and Thomas May, children of Mary Catherine Russell
and John J. May, daughter and son-in-law of J. B. Russell.
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The Civil War brought tragic changes to a prosperous community. There
was great privation not only for lack of. food but because of the .loss.
of homes. In addition: to the school buildings, all homes not occupied
by soldiers or. officers were burned. Vhen word came. that the houses
were to be burned, the Russell women . and some of the neighbors gath-
ered bedding and personal effects. and hid them in the Leach, cave about
one-half mile distant. Mary Beller Russell, wife of eldest son James
McGrady, had been teacher and head of the music department at the sem-
inary. When Northern soldiers appeared to burn the house, she persuad-

ed them to carry her pianc out in the yard. When: this. was done she sat
down and played '"Dixie" while the house’ burned.

All of the sons and adopted sons served in the Southern Army. Tom May
was killed, together with Sam Inks, Jjust west of Boonesboro by bush-
whiackers.. James .McGrady (Gee) Russell was in Fagan's Brigade, Brooks!
Regiment, Earle's Company. He lost his right arm by cannonball in the
battle of Prairie Grove. Samuel P. Russell was captured early in the
war, along with other men in his company, while waiting to have their
horses shod. He was imprisoned at Rock Island, Illinois, and almost
starved to death. - Many .soldiers -died in prison. Such were the condi~
tions “that many ate mice and rats, -and even a bulldog that ‘belonged to
a guard dlsappeared.' Lo .

The end of the war brought many problems. A resolution passed in
Boonesboro in 1861 declared in favor of J. B. Russell, David Walker,
C.W. Deans and. James H..Stirman for delegates to the state .convention.
J .B. Russell also served in the sixteenth legislature from November 5,
1866 to March .23y 1867 - In addition to this, -he .spent his years.re-
building his home and farm, and remained active in political and church
work throughout his life.

He died August 16, 1899, and his funeral services were conducted by
a nephew, Dr. oamuel Lafayette Russell, Cumberland Presbyterlan mlnls-
ter and teacher, from Gaylesville, Alabama.

(Editor's note: If any. of our readers are 1nterested 1n other pio-
neer families of the Cane Hill area, they are invited to inspect Mrs.
Richardson's "Early Families", a copy of :which is available in our WCHS
office. FIASHBACK has published much Cane Hill material. ,Cur "Index"
shows the following titles of articles; Battle, Cemetery, Churches,
College, Classbooks of the 1870s, Doctors, Early Land Entries, First
Settlers, Mlsszonary 5001ety, Moore Family Records, Oﬁd Mlll, Postal
Hlstory. . .

Several of our members are collectlng material about Cane . Hlll, among
them Mrs. Dismukes of Westville, Lacy McColloch of Weshington, Conrad
Q. Russell of Cane Hill, and .Conrow R. Miller of Chattanocoga. We will
be-.gldad--to send addresses if you would like to contact them. -=-WJL)
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THE RUSSELLS OF OLD CANE HILL

Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Russell Elizabeth Ann Russell
{(Mrs. Craig)

Samantha Russell
George (Buck) Russell (Mrs. Morrow)

All photos by courtesy of the authors of the accampanying article, Conrad
Q. Russell and Lacy McColloch. The tintype of George Russell was made by
Howerton & Cook, City Art Gallery, North Side of Square, which was praobably
Fayetteville’s first professional photo studio.
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J&Rl RUSSLLL, THE 2MIO:AIT.

Jahm Zussell provebly lived in Ipaieh, dgland ubere he Was basn about
1557. Gio camo to Canbridge, Massachusetts, landing at Doston an Ostober 3,
1635, in the sidp "Defence”, Captain Dostock, with his two sons, Jolm and
Pdlip, BRev. Thomas Shepard was on the saw ship.

His vifo Zlisaboth® probably died before thoy left Ingland as no meuiion
of hor death or nue has been fomd in colonizl reccsvs. o was mads o frec-
mon Mareh 3, 1630, selostman, 1642, a swrveyor of arms 1630, and 1643, clerk
of writs 1655 and censtable 1648, [o remined in Combwidge witdl his son,
mmﬂm-mcmmﬂmmd
ta0 sons remowed 0 that place. Ho was made a freccmn in Comwotious, May 17,
1655«

Ho married ssoondly lMre. ODovothy Smith, widow of Rov, lowry Swith, the
firet sindster of Wothorafield and they lived in the homostead of her late
hasbend, (An undoousentod statemesd in the Hartfosd Times Maveh 27, 1903 giwes
her maiden name a8 Dorothy Cottome) lr. Jobm Ruseell semior moved to Hadlay
in 1660 after his son, Hov. John Sussell, besams minister.

The father becamw 3 freessm of Hadlay March 26, 1661, lic served as o
Juryman 1662 and 1665 and Maxeh N, 1663 he was chosm “alerk of the Tram
Band (Mre Sasmsl Guith was lloutenunt and Aloherd Goodwan as Serjeunt)”

He "we a glasier a tyads that required some skill in the days of diomond
dass.”

May 8, 1690 Mr. Bussell died ab the age of 53 yoars loaving his seconmd
vife, Doroily Julth Aussell, who probsbly died in the home of Joooph sdid,
hor son, late in the year of 169%.



THE RUSSELL FAMILY
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RV, JGI RUSSELL

Rov. Jolm Russell, san of John the Imigraat and ks wife Ddsabeth was
bomm in Sngland in 1626, G grodusted from Harvard Collage 4n 1645 amd
probably remsined in Casbeddge witdl he was oulled to Wetherafiold to sacoeed
Hr. Gdih in 1650,

1 mrried first Jme 20, 1649 iary Taloott, the aly daughter and eldest
chdld of Worshipful Jolm mad Dorotly (Mott) Tuloott of Hartford. On My 15,
1650 ho was mdo o frovman and samo time that year be becams the minlster of
tho Wothersficld Clameh. Dlssontions thal hed Lroubled Jov, lenry Judth oon-
tinwed to ardso in the clmwreh and by 1655, Rew, Johm Russell and a oonalderalle
povtion of his flock moved to Homeottrick, liber nased liadloy, Msssachusetis,
after recelving peralsdion of the general Court of Masssolusotts.

It has been sald thai M. Bassell though ardmt wid rosolute in hio work
st votherafield was sloo indisorete at tiwes., At liadley he was an active anml
foithful pastor of his sagpregation. Hs povachod the clection sermon st Soston
in Mgy 1665 fron Pealus QL6 "Pray for the peace of Jerusalen, Thay shall
peospor tiat love Thee.” His strength of chruoter fewmdoss in face of danger
ahoun in kis care of the reogluldes Whalley and Goffe wiv) were oamoealed for
reny youro in Mo how in Hadlay., Por muy yoars he put mwh time and effart
in teying to obtain a liopidns schwal for kis towm.

Mayy Talooti probobly died soon after the birth of her first and only
child, baptised Septesber 2), 1550, A diary of Heuwy Woloott now in the
Conmotiout Hisvorical -scloty indlcates tuatl Jolm fussell was marrled to
Aeboooa Howberry, daugidesr of Thams lowberry before 1052, ihe was the mothor
of fow chdldron. isbeces Nowberry Bussoll died Nowember Z1, 15638, aged 57
yoars and Bove Jolm Russell marvied Fhebe Origeon, bom October 15, 1643, 2w
ws the deaghter of Thomas Urigsm of liow Huven, and the seconduife and widow
of hove Jolm Widting of Hutford, (see Whiting linme), After the death
Fove Joim Mussell she Mived with her som, Josoph \hiting, in Mew oven. e
dal dgptaber 19, 1720.
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Rove Smemel Bussell, ccoosd son of Nov. Jolms ! Reboosa (Howberry)
Rusesll born Novesbor fy 1660 wus graduated at lervard Collage im 1631

Aftar graduation he tanght the gromer sohool ob ladley. On September
12, 1607 he was called to the yastovate of the chwoh st iranford, Conmecti-
sute o inistered to lds congregation the resalnlsr of his life and "he
wodue the seoond father of the toame [Ha mlnlstry, peaselul and prospecus,
was mwolanged forty-fowr yoars, though be wns disabled froe preaching during
the last aix yoars of ide 1ifo,"

Asoording to trudition ton olewgymen met in tho south parlor af tho
house of Swmel Zuscell of Srenford in 1701 to make a gift of books from thalr
omll libearies Lo "the fomding of o colloge in tide coloy." As fousdess
thay asied the Ceneral Court the nexi weak for a charter. Octobor 9, 1701,
thoe Omeral Cowrt passed "an ast for liberty to erwct a Collaglate Sohwol”
vharedn “youth =y be instrueted in the Arts and Sclances who thorough the
blossing of Almighty God may be fitted for Publick sployemt both in Chwreh
& Ciwvil State.”

e original seat of the calloge wes at Elllingworth (Clinton) in the
rouldence of the Bow, Abwshaa Ploreom, firet rectors Tho Datehelor of Arts
dogroe was firet comferred for work in oourss in 1703. In 1707 the oollege
uoved to Jaybrook and in 1726 to Now Naven. The first bullding was begm in
1717 and coupleted in 1718, The now bullding wae nwed Yale Callege 4a hanor
of Milm Yale; a reidred Zast Indla morchant of bew taglond encestry them
living 40 London who had mede a substantial gift to the Colleglate Jehool.

Tho idea of a college in Camwotiscut origlumated in the Ocfordebred mind
of tho Reve Jolm Sovenport, who with his Puritan associates sstablished the
firet settlomont of tho New Haven Colony in 1633.

Gusel inssell was ae of the moet actiwe awporters wil becaw aw of
the trustess of the new solloge.



In May, 1699, ho preached the election sowman ond rocedwved the thanks
of the Genaral Asamsily.

fev, Jesel Riseell mrried Abdgail Whiting, bam 1566, daughter of the
Reve Jolm andiytdl (Colling) Wiiting of lartford, Comsctieut.

He diad Jume 25, 1730 His widow Abdgell, died May 7, 2735.
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“dmsal Ruseell, seoani som of $he Dov. Saemel and Anigedl (Mdting)
Iasoell, bom Septesher 28, 1603, gradusted =i Yale in Sgytwook 2712;
studiad theology Wth ks fathary was tuber st Yalo for 4 years fyom
170% i preashed ab werious plaoes beswporarily witil Mo was ordolned
the Qrst pastor of the clsgoh st Morth Guilford, Camwctlcut, dwe 15,
1725, vheye be served wtdl s dosth Jumary 19, 1746, o left an estate
of &000, nearly cusefourth of 4t 4n bocks.

°o bore the charaster of & falthful and worthy sndster®

£ narvdod, Hovabor 10, 1730, Dovothy Sefliison, bowm 1693, daugiber
of gmel Sdtheon of Gullford, Caswebious, fyes lincolnsidre, Bnglend, wo
dled My 3, 1755"

ove Rasecll piilished o somamn 4n 1742,
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